* Queen Saw and Chang Hsien Ch'ung *
experience of affairs was wide. He mastered the Bur-
mese language and acquired a general familiarity with
Burmese administration. But his chief claim to interest
was his intimacy with Queen Saw. Her first impression,
that he was a man one could talk to, was early con-
firmed; his, that she was a remarkable woman, was
greatly amplified. In connection with his work on the
Board of Entertainments he used to see her frequently.
They held long conversations together. The interest
she displayed in anything he could tell her of China and
its history enchanted him. He found that her taste was
exceptional, her feeling for a work of art intuitive and
fresh, her literary instinct robust and classic. In short,
they had a great deal to discuss, and it was clear enough
that if he looked up to her, she looked up to him in a
way she had never done to any other man.

His appointment as Chief Minister was effected in
this way. After the retirement of the second Ophla,
Rantapyissi, the King was at a loss whom to appoint.
As was his practice, he decided to consult Queen Saw.

'The dearth of personalities is rather extraordinary/
he said. "The rest of the council is composed of nonen-
tities. I declare the women in this country have more
ability than the men.'

'Has the name of Chang Hsien Ch'ung ever occurred
to you?5

Narathihapate had clearly never thought of the
Chinaman in such a connection. But the suggestion
was attractive. There was a great deal to be said for a
foreigner as Chief Minister. Without relations and
backers round the country, he should be easy to con-
trol. And he liked Chang Hsien Ch'ung, who had helped
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